Message from the President of the United States, transmitting a letter from the Secretary of the Interior, inclosing a copy of a communication from the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, setting forth the necessity of a deficiency appropriation of $78,110 for the purchase of supplies for the Crow Indians by unknown
University of Oklahoma College of Law
University of Oklahoma College of Law Digital Commons
American Indian and Alaskan Native Documents in the Congressional Serial Set: 1817-1899
12-19-1883
Message from the President of the United States,
transmitting a letter from the Secretary of the
Interior, inclosing a copy of a communication from
the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, setting forth
the necessity of a deficiency appropriation of
$78,110 for the purchase of supplies for the Crow
Indians
Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.law.ou.edu/indianserialset
Part of the Indian and Aboriginal Law Commons
This Senate Executive Document is brought to you for free and open access by University of Oklahoma College of Law Digital Commons. It has been
accepted for inclusion in American Indian and Alaskan Native Documents in the Congressional Serial Set: 1817-1899 by an authorized administrator
of University of Oklahoma College of Law Digital Commons. For more information, please contact darinfox@ou.edu.
Recommended Citation
S. Exec. Doc. No. 17, 48th Cong., 1st Sess. (1883)
/ 
48TH CONGRESS,} 
lst Session. 
SENATE. 
MESSAGE 
FROM THE 
{ Ex. Doc. No. 17. 
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES, 
TRANSMITTING 
A letteJ· from the Secretary of the Interior, inclosing a copy of a communi-
cation from the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, setting forth the neces-
sity of a deficiency appropriation of $78,110 for the purchase of supplie1 
for the Crow Indians. 
DECEMBER 19, 1883.-iead and referred to the Commhtee on Indian Affairs and 
ordered to be printed. 
To the Senate and House of Representati'l.'es: 
1 transmit herewith a letter from the Secretary of the Interior, inclos-
ing a copy of a communication from the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, 
setting forth the necessity of a deficiency appropriation of $78,110 for 
the purchase of supplies for the balance of the present fiscal year for the 
Crow Indians. 
EXECUTIVE MANSION, 
December 19, 1883. 
CHESTER A. ARTHUR. 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
Washington, December 15, 1883. 
SIR: I have the honor to inclose herewith a copy of a communication 
fl'om the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, setting forth thA necessity of 
a jeficiency appropriation of $78,110 for the purchase of supplies for 
the balance of the present fiscal year for the Crow Indians, and beg to 
recommend that the same be forwarded to Congress for its favorable 
consideration. 
Very respectfully, 
The PRESIDENT. 
H. 1\f. TEJJLEl~, 
Secretary. 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
OFFICE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS, 
Washington, December 15, 1883. 
SIR: I have the honor to inclose herewith deficiency estimate, in triplicate, for the 
sum of $7!:l,ll0, required for the purchase of bacon, beef, and flour for the support of 
the Crow Indians in Montana for the balance of the .fiscal year 1884. 
2 SUPPLIES FOR THE CROW INDIANS. 
In explanation of this estimate I incloseJ:lerewith copy of a report of Inspector How-
ard, dated December 6, 181:!3; also copy of a letter of Agent Armstrong, at the Crow 
Agency. There are now at this agency J,2:l6 Indians, who require subsistence to keep 
them from starving. During the fiscal years 1877 aud 1878 the amount appropriated 
by Congress for the purchase of food for the Crows was $100,000 per annum; for the 
fiscal year 1879 $75,000 were furnished; for 1880, 1881, and 1882 $65,000 per aunum 
were appropriated; for 1883 $50,000, and for the present fiscal year $48,000 were fur-
nished., $10,000 of which were to be used for the removal of the Crows to the Little Big 
Horn, leadug only $38,000 for the purchase of food. 
It will thus be seen, that while the buffalo, which to a large extent furnished food 
to the Crows iu former years, has almost disappeared, the appropriation for their sup-
port has been decreased during the last eight years, from $100,000 in 18i7 to $38,000 
for the current year, although the price of beef and other supplies has increased. 
There is now on the books of this office, to the credit of the Crows, the sum of 
$35,000, including the $25,000 paid by the Northern Pacific Railroad for right of way 
through the Crow Reservation, and which amount the Indians e:x:pect to be paid to 
them in cash. 
The total amount ($35,000) will be required to erect agency buildings, school-houae1 
hospital, &c., at the new agency, and unless the amount estimated for by this office is 
furnished, these Indians will starve or commit depredations on the settlers in Montana. 
I have therefore the honor to request that the inclosed estimate be forwarded to the 
President, to be sent by him to Congress with a request for an early appropriation. 
Very respectfully, 
The Hon. SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR. • 
H. PRICE, 
Con~missioner. 
Special estimates of appropriations reqnil·ed for the service of the fiscal year ending June 30, 
1884, by the indian Office. 
Detailed objects of expenditure, and explanations. 
SUPPORT OF CROWS. 
This amount for the purchase of bacon, beef, and flour, for the Crow Indians 
in Montana, being a deficiency for the fiscal year, 1884. Appropriated, 
22 Stat., p. 437 ...... ...... .......... ............ ...... ...... ...... ........ $78,110 00 $105, ooo 00 
INSPECTOR'S OFFICE, CROW AGENCY, MONTANA., 
December 6, 1883. 
SIR: The urgent want of food for the Crow Indians for the winter is so great, I for-
ward at once this special report. 
By the inclosed table, which I have had mail.e (Exhibit A), you will see that the 
1beef at the present rate of issue (not a full ration) will be all gone by December 29, 
instant. The bacon will be gone at the same date. The flour will last to February 
16th proximo. . 
The honorable Commissioner has suggested that the stock cattle (heifers and cows) 
brought here the past fall may be killed if needed for food. This would be most de-
plorable. These cows are just what these Indiana have long desired and just what 
they need to start them towards self-support. If the entire herd of stock-cattle should 
be slaughtered it would only afford relief for ten weeks additionaL It seems Congress 
must be asked to take action at any rate. Why not provide all that are wanted of 
beeves and spare the cows 'f It is not easy to get a herd wonted to the range and accli-
matized. These Indians are to be moved to their new location aud begin farming in 
good earnest in the spring. Other cows could not be brought here in season for that. 
These would be here and readv for issue at that time. 
I find that in Wyoming, not very far from this agency, 500 or more beeves can be 
bought. The agent has learned of at least two parties who can supply them this 
winter. Thesn parties do not have their herds in large associations and running on 
an extensive range with cattle belonging to other owners; hence there would not be 
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difficulty or to round up that there would be in most parts of Montana. It is 
possible to supply these Indians with beef by December 29, and not sacri-
the stock herd, if the Department can aut promptly and by telegraph. I do not 
tate to urge that this be done. 
met. 
ver before have the buffalo been entirely wanting for these Indians; and just 
when that resource is gone the supply of beef is reduced rather than increased. 
will be sutl:'ering and serious trouble if this crisis is not promptly and adequately 
There is no question as to the accuracy of the census which has been taken the past 
year with great care. The number of t,hese Indians is 3,226. 
I trust that what I have written, with the table, will afford the honorable Secre-
tary with aU needed data. 
Very respectfully, 
C. H. HOWARD, 
United States Indian Inspector . 
. CRO'\V AGENCY, Jmte 18, 1883. 
SIR: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your circular dated June 5, 
relating to supplies purchased for the subsistence of the Crows during the :fiscal year 
1884. . 
I consider it my duty to say in reply that the quantities purchased will not subsist 
my Indians more than one-fourt.h of the year. These people must live in some way; 
there is no more game on their own country, anrl very little on the surrounding terri-
tory, and they ought not to be permitted to go outsiile of tb~ir reservatjon again after 
game. For several yt•nrs they have been subsisting themsehes during uearly three-
fourths of each year IJy bunting, principally outside the limits of their own country, 
but they can subsist themselves in that way no longer. Th~y will have to remain at 
their agency all winter, and will either starve to death or go over the line into Wyo-
ming, where there are thousanus of cattle, and help themseh-es from the herus belong-
ing to their white neighbors. Of course they will not starve to death; they will do 
the other 1hing unlrss the Government supports them. 
In teadof the half million pounds of beef purchased we shall need $1,500,000 pounds; 
instead of the 160,000 pounds flour we shall need not less than 400,000 pounds; and we 
shall have to have that much in some way or other to enable us to get through the 
year. We have here a nation of Indians that has never <lone the whites any wrong 
worth speaking of, not even so much as the whites do to each other. Their only sin 
is that they have not leamed the white man's life, and for this they are not entirely 
to be IJlamed. They have bad no opportunity to locate on their own separate homes, 
and the surrounding country has filled up with such surprising rapidity that their 
means of support is taken away from them. 
To undertake to starve these people now before any effort has been made to locate 
them will be very likely to create some disturbance and endanger the cattle in the 
surromiding territory very much. 
Very respectfully, 
H. J. ARMSTRONG, 
United States Indian Agent. 
Hon. H. PRICE, 
' Commissioner of Indian clffait·s, Washington, D. C. 
